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The population of this region is very dense, and the towns are
close together. Many of them are very picturesque, with their white-
walled, flat-roofed houses clustered together on some precarious crag
or nestling in the midst of their green irrigated gardens. Two cities of
major importance lie along this coast. Toward the north is Barcelona,
the second largest city of Spain and the chief port of the region. How-
ever, its greatest importance is in manufacturing, and it is the most
active and progressive industrial center in the country. Its bordering
highlands contain a plentiful supply of such minerals as lignite, lead
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and zinc, and into its port come coal, raw textiles and timber. The city
leads all Spain in the output of its textile mills, and it is also actively
engaged in the production of iron and steel, leather goods and timber
products. Toward the south is the attractive city of Valencia, with its
Moorish architecture and avenues of palm trees. Through its port pass
the iron from, the neighboring highlands and the agricultural products
of its fertile plains. Numerous textile and food industries have sprung
up and have aided it in becoming the third largest city in Spain.

This region also includes the Ebro Basin, which lies between the
Pyrenees and the Iberian range, and is cut off from the coast by the
Catalonian Mountains, With an area of 38,600 square miles, it forms